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Agenda item 3


SAON Progress Report

Task: The Canadian IPY Data Assembly Centre Network: A Case Study
Objective:   To develop a case study or best practices document that outlines a successful approach to a sustainable data management network for Arctic Science.
Background: The Canadian IPY Data Assembly Centre Network was recently established through funds from the Government of Canada Program for IPY.  The objective of this network is to provide a sustainable approach to the preservation and access to scientific data and information generated from IPY projects in Canada.  A parallel objective is to establish a network and community of practice that is flexible and able to respond to the future data management needs of Arctic Science post IPY.  Each of the Data Assembly Centres in the Network have made long term, sustainable commitments to preserve and provide access to the data generated from IPY in Canada. 

Update on Progress:  The IPY Data Assembly Centre Network has been actively engaged in preserving the data and information collected as part of the Canadian Program for IPY.  While this statement is true, perhaps it oversimplifies the complexity and effort required to establish and ensure the network functions effectively and persists beyond the IPY funding period (ending March 2012).   A more detailed examination of the progress shows that the partner data centres are engaged in the coordination of the network’s activity, there is agreement on a metadata standard and, most importantly, data and information are now present in the network.
A meeting was held in December of 2011 in Montreal to develop the governance model for the network going forward.  While this is still in draft form, we believe we have a solid, democratic model that will allow the network to persist in some form over the next few years.  The principal challenge will be securing operational funding in the long term.  To that end, some new partners have been engaged that have funds to contribute over the short term, and we are actively looking for other Arctic Science programs or initiatives to partner with.  
The metadata and data can be downloaded at the following website (www.polardata.ca) and we are currently in development of a wiki space to house the documentation that has been generated from this network (governance model, metadata standards etc.).

The final product to be delivered to the SAON board will be a case study that will be a fulsome report of the activities surrounding the development of the Canadian IPY Data Assembly Centre Network.  It will also provide recommendations and lessons learned for current or future scientific data management collaborations.

The continued support of this activity by the SAON leadership is appreciated and it is hoped that the Canadian IPY Data Assembly Centre Network can be used as an example of a successful collaboration among multi-jurisdictional data centres to support a national and international science program.

