SAON Board Meeting, Tromsø, 24.-25. January 2011

Agenda item 3

Progress report on the SAON Task “Coordination of existing Arctic relevant Meta-databases and Project Directories” for the SAON Board Meeting, Tromsø

Task Objective

To improve interoperability of (some) existing Arctic relevant meta-databases and Project Directories – and make them accessible for searches through common interface.

Task Description

The proposal is for a step-wise activity to address some of these issues for meta-databases/project directories of relevance to SAON. This proposal is integrally linked to proposals to develop a standard meta-data profile for SAON.

Task Lead

AMAP Secretariat (inviting countries and organizations to join)

Funding 

SAON member countries and organizations are invited to join in with some in-kind resources. In addition, the AMAP Secretariat is willing to put in some extra resources.

Expected outcome/products

1. Compile a list of relevant Arctic meta-databases and Project Directories, and select some of these for a pilot development of systems to better link them and make them more easily “searchable” for potential users.

2. Implement the standard SAON meta-data profile for selected databases.

3. Develop and implement web-services to allow interoperable access to selected systems.

4. Evaluate the outcome for wider application.

Status and plans

Contact has been established with Mark A. Parsons from NSIDC, who has worked on implementing a broker that can access multiple data services. The system has been developed by Stefano Nativi from the Italian Research Council and IEEE.  Stefano has been working with the European GEO community to develop a tool called the Geospatial Information Catalog and Portal (GI Cat). GI Cat is essentially a very intelligent broker or aggregator that can access multiple data services and feed them out in multiple ways. The solution is related to the initiative on “Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting”, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_Archives_Initiative_Protocol_for_Metadata_Harvesting
The solution must be further technically developed, but the plan is to have a working demo ready in Spring 2012. 

The system defines certain technical requirements to the data services (sources), and the next step will be to identify data sources relevant to SAON. For these data sources, it must be investigated if/how these requirements can be met. AMAP will contact these sources in Spring 2012, and start a dialogue on this. The sources to start with are 

· The AMAP Project Diretory

· ICES (As AMAP’s Thematic Data Centre for contaminants in the marine environment)

· NILU (As AMAP’s Thematic Data Centre for contaminants in atmosphere) 

