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Overview of Developments 
 International Polar Year 2007-09 catalyzed 

development in the area of polar data management, 

including expansion of the PDC 

 Formal and informal international networks developed 

 A series of major meetings/workshops held before 

during and after IPY (e.g. GeoNorth, IPY OSLO, IPY 

Montreal, ELOKA Boulder, Polar Data Forum) 





DM Recognized by International 

Science Bodies 



IASC Principles and Practices 
 Data is central to science and understanding; data 

exchange central to collaboration 

 Encourage the exchange and dissemination of information 

 Encourage means of initiating and maintaining observational 
systems and the data they produce, and coordinating with 
other long-term observational programs in the Arctic and 
globally 

 “Ethically open data” – Indigenous knowledge, human 
subjects, potential to do harm 

 Recommendation: form IASC Data Standing Committee 



Data Management & SAON  
 SAON tasks evolved to networks, projects and programs 

 Many related to data management: 

 A Research Coordination Network for Very Interdisciplinary Arctic Data and Information 

 IPA workshop on data user requirements definition for permafrost observing GTN-P 

 The Canadian IPY Data Assembly Centre Network: A Case Study 

 Polar Metadata Profile and Recommended Vocabularies 

 Polar data and information management principles and practice (workshop) 

 Coordination of existing Arctic relevant Meta-databases and Project Directories 

 PEOPLE – ACE 

 Sharing & integrating environmental information to support a coherent Arctic knowledge 
and evidence base 

 An International Review of Community-Based Monitoring in the Context of Sustaining Arctic 
Observing Networks Process (Canada and ICC) 

 Development of Community-Based Monitoring Classification to Improve Standardization of 
Vocabularies 

 



SAON Structure 

 April 2014 – Arctic Science Summit Week 

 Formation of SAON Committee on Data and 

Information Services 

 



Nov. 2014: Pending Formation of 

the Arctic Data Committee,  



Confirmation of Key Priorities 
 Documenting and Understanding the Arctic data 

management ecosystem 

 Identifying common metadata elements 

 Engaging in data citation and publication movement 

 Promoting interoperability through action – 

“interoperability experiment” 

 



International*
Polar*Data*
Forum*II*

We*are*currently*seeking*members*for*the*International*Advisory*
Committee*and*the*Local*Organizing*Committee*as*well*as*opportunities*

for*potential*financial*support*for*the*Forum.*

For$inquires$or$expressions$of$interest,$please$contact$us:$

ells@uwaterloo.ca
julie.friddell@uwaterloo.ca

pulsifer@nsidc.org
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Conclusion 
 Significant advances made in international polar data 

management in recent years - rate of progress increasing 

 DM recognized by the broader science and policy 
community 

 Polar DM exists in a global context 

 Many models and organizations to learn from and contribute 
to 

 We need a strong working connection between SAON CON 
and ADC 


