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Report from SPAIN

Our objective in present SAON meeting was to know more about SAON activities and plannings to coordinate and promote guidelines criteria for observations in the ARctic

Present Spain Research in Arctic is performed mainly for universities and scientific institutions , down the responsability of the Science Department with the support of several national institutions including the Defense Department and Foreign Affairs

Institutions are coordinated by the National Polar Committee. The National Scientific Program finance the activities in the polar zones

Although  our main scientific activities are in Antarctica the activity of Spain in Arctic is rapidly increasing following the fact that Arctic research is a priority task in our Science Program

 At present we have detected 16 scientific groups working activelly in the differnts fields of Arctic topics (glaciology, meteorology, permafrost, high atmosphere, ecology, physical oceanography, marine geology and biology)

These activities are mainly performed in cooperation with Arctic countries Institutions via institutional or researchers contacts

About our media to work in Arctic ocean Spain has at present two multiporposes oceanographic research ships

In the last years our Ocanographic ship Hesperides has developed two campaigns in The area of Greenland and Svalvars Island in the fields of marine Geology , marine biology and physical oceanography

For next summer Hesperides will perform a third oceanographic campaign close to the Atlantic coast of Greenland

Other national institutions have been working in marine biology campaigns including fisheries stock evolution

Spain has a National Centre of Polar Data were all researchers must enter their raw data gathered in the polar campaigns

We considerer , at present , our interest to cooperate inside SAON board, considering that besides other possible cooperation to SAON tasks could be a cooperation with our Polar Data Centre
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